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Executive Director, May Dugan Center

216-631-5800, ext. 102

rkemm@maydugancenter.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May Dugan Center celebrates 40th anniversary, pays tribute to namesake’s speakeasy origins at May 19 benefit 

CLEVELAND, Ohio (March 8, 2011) – In 1969, the May Dugan Center was founded in the heart of Ohio City in Cleveland and named in honor of neighborhood heroine, May Dugan, whose Irish bar was the place to go if someone needed help – a meal, a job, or good counsel. Forty years later, her legacy of compassion lives on in the center and will be feted at Feathers & Fedoras: A Speakeasy Benefit Celebrating 40 Years of the May Dugan Center. 

Feathers & Fedoras is on Tuesday, May 19, 2011, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Saigon Plaza (5400 Detroit Avenue in Cleveland). Tickets are $60 per person or $100 per couple. To purchase tickets or for more information, please visit www.maydugancenter.org or call the May Dugan Center at 216-631-5800. 


May Dugan’s grandson, Patrick Reynolds, is chairing the event. He is Director of Corporate Security and Safety at Forest City Enterprises and also serves as vice president of the Board of Directors of the May Dugan Center. 

During the recent economic downturn, the May Dugan Center has faced an unprecedented increase in the numbers of people seeking its assistance. In 2010, the center served over 8,000 individuals -- 12% more individuals than in 2009 -- and experienced a 19% increase in the number of people served through their Food & Clothing Distribution and Farmer’s Market programs. Last year alone, the May Dugan Center received 2,221 individual referrals from the United Way’s First Call for Help program.

In addition to providing food, clothing, furniture and counseling to some of Cleveland’s neediest citizens, the May Dugan Center offers programs for GED, English for Speakers of Other Languages, and higher education, as well as services for people living with HIV/AIDS and for adolescent mothers and young adult couples. 
About May Dugan

The May Dugan Center is named for Cleveland heroine and tavern keeper, May Dugan, who dedicated her life to caring for her neighbors in need and is remembered for her “combination of intelligence, tenacity, and charity, unmatched in her fight for the down and out and the forgotten.” In 1932, May opened the first in a series of Irish neighborhood taverns, including Dugan’s, which was established in 1940 on West 58th and Detroit Avenue. Under May’s proprietorship, these establishments filled an important social need in the community and offered a venue for May to help her neighbors find jobs, food, clothing and legal advice. Her compassion was legendary: At one time, 25 penniless and homeless people were housed and fed in Dugan’s attic, basement and garage. May Dugan’s parents came to Cleveland in 1882, as part of the Irish migration from Achill Island on the northwest coast of Ireland. Born in 1892, May Dugan married William Reynolds in 1910 at St. Malachi’s Church and they had six children. 

About The May Dugan Center
Also known as the Near West Side Multi-Service Center, the May Dugan Center’s mission is to help people enrich and advance their lives and communities. It was founded by ordinary people living in the Ohio City neighborhood of Cleveland, Ohio, who wanted to help their neighbors with food, housing, employment and counseling. In 2010, the May Dugan Center assisted over 8,000 individuals, virtually all of whom have incomes below the Federal Poverty Index. The center is named in honor of May Dugan, a tavern keeper and neighborhood heroine whose legacy of compassion continues to endure and inspire. 
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